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FEDERAL GRftND
JURY TO PROBE '

BIGfiEETTRUST
Subpoenas Issued For 185

Witnesses to Be
Summoned.

INVESTIGATION TO
BEGIN ON AURCH 20

Gompletc Evidence of Opera¬
tions of Packers in Different
Cities.Will be Produced.

NONE OF HEADS OF,
FIRMS TO BE CALLED

Managers of Departments and

Agents Among Those Sum¬
moned.Armour and Others
Refuse to Discuss-Situa¬
tion.Statement Made

by Attorney.

(By Associated Press.)
CHICAGO, Feb. 2Lf."Unitcd States offl-.-

elals .commenced ono of tHo most ex¬

haustive inquiries ever Hldrtod under the

Bhennan anti-trust act to-day by Issuing
subpoenacs for 183 witnesses, calling for
a Federal grand Jury to sit March 20th and.

making fill! arrangements for producing
complete* evidence regarding tho operar

tlons of the packers In Chicago and other

packing centers.
One hundred and thirty witnesses arc to

bo from tho Chicago packing houses and
offices and fifty-five are heads.,of de¬
partment andagents in fifteen other largo
cities of the country. Nearly all the sub¬
poenacs directed to residents of Chicago
were served before G o'clock to-nlgbt. The
eight deputies engaged in tho scrvlco en¬

tered all the principal offices of the big
packing companies. Tho. Jury will be.
drawn Thursday or Friday.

Among..Those Summoned. *

'Seven,, subpoenas- were served In 'tho.
downtown offices of Armour, and Com¬
pany late: to-day, .Assistant Treasurer
Samuel McKoberts was "one of the sub¬
poenaed. Generui Superintendent T. J.
Dctinors was said to have received a no¬
tice also, but he denied it later. The
other men called were department,, heads
and the genera! officers. At the offices
of Swift and Company at the stock yards
the first two men to reeelve subpoenaca
were H. W. Frederick, head of the rail¬
road department, and W. B. Jones, man¬

ager of tho Armour car lines. Tho.head
cattle buyer and staff at the yards for.
Swift and Company wero summoned. Cat-
tlo buyers at the Morris plant, those of
the National Packing Company and
Schwarzchlld and Sulzberger, wero sorved
as well 03 scalu house men and car check¬
ers and officials of the Union Stock
Yards and Transit Company.
None of the heads of the packing com¬

panies will be called before the grand
Jury. Jesse P. Jjymun, former president
of the National Packing Company,' was
served as he was leaving his office to
start for California.

Decline to Make Statement.
J. Ogden Armour, as welMas the heads.

of tho other packing companies or rep¬
resentatives, declined td mako any state¬
ment regarding the determined stop which
tho government has

"

taken to scrutinize
tho business of tho packing companies.,
Inquiries were referred to Attorney John
S. Miller, who represented the combined
packers named ln-tho Grosscup injunction,
which was sustained by the United States
Supremo ,Court a month ago. .

"If all this investigation," said Mr. Mil¬
ler, "does not entirely satisfy the repre¬
sentatives of the government that we oro
In every way that is possible observing
the requirements, of this drastic Injunc¬
tion, wo havo no word of opposition to
offer to any further full and fair inquiry
into tho actual- facts, even by moans
of. the secret and oxparto Inquiry in tlia
grand Jury room. "When that has been
done, however, we sincerely trust wo may
look for and receive the 'square deal'
which, Is promised to everyono, and" as
tho facts Justify It, wo may bo relieved
from misrepresentation and unjust sus¬
picion."

MAJORITY REPORT
CLEARS LEGISLATORS

Denies Alleged Standard Oil
Conspiracy in West

Virginia.
(By Associated Preai,)CIIAP.uM'ON, W. VA. Fob. 21..The

report of tho Joint Ueglslativo Investiga¬
tion Committee, which probed into
ohargos of corruption made ngulnst .tile
Standard Oil Company, was adopted by
the House of Delegates to-day. Two re*
ports wero made, ono by Uio majority
members and tho other by tho minority
members. An effort to'substitute me lat¬
ter for the majority reported was defeat¬
ed.
Tho charges referred to were contained

In a lettor of United States Marshal C,
V>, ISlllott to John Wprthlngton, a Stand¬
ard Oil employee, 'jfhe majority members
found that tho letter was written by El¬
liott nnd that the charges contained
thopoln .wero untrue ami tho legisla¬
tors' are vindicated and oxoporotod, Tho
minority rqport slates that tho eon-,
pplracy alleged waa uninvestigated and
that the majority of tho committee reject¬
ed tho testimony tending to prove a po¬
litical conspiracy.

Private Car Lines,
(From Our Uegular Correspondent.)
AVASHINGTON, Fob. 2!.-Tho argument

of A, It- Urion, of Chicago, general apni.V-
so) of the Armour car lines, before the
House C.'ommltteo on Interstate Commerce
tills afternoon wnt of such Interest that
live itepubllcan members of tho committee
disregarded tho call'for tellers, and, thus
tho Domoorata wero enabled to eeoro a,
point In the Hous.0 on a division. Whllo
the hearing was properly before the sub-
'coinniUUo, of whlo|i Hcpresentatlves St.ov-
ens is chairman! a number of other mem¬
bers of the committee .dropped in from
time to time,.so that it resembled.«, S20-
«lea ptfhe fu'l commUtef,; , v.

POINTER ON THE WEATHER
FOR BOABTHTor
At 1 A. M.

Wednesday and
Thursday: .yir«glnia-a'artl /cloudy 'WednoH-
day and Thurs¬
day, wth moo*
erato tempera¬
ture; fresh cast,
shifting to south
Winds... North
C a r ollna-^Partiy
aloudjf Wedncs-

- day' and Thurs¬
day; llgot, variable winds. Conditions
yesterday; Clear,' Temperature: Max.,
48; mln., 31; mean, 40; normal, 30; de¬
parture, <. precipitation, trace. Range ox
the Thermometers » A. M., 35i 12 M., 43: 3
P. M., 4S; OP. M-, 44;,9 P. M.; 41; 12 ntld-
nlg..t, 41; average, 421-3. Sun- rises to¬
day, 0:62; sun sets, 6:66; moon rises, 9:34.
High Tide; Morning, C:3u; evening, 7:01.

E
Perpetual* Company Sells Out to

Mr. O. J. Sands and As¬
sociates.'

HANDSOMELY PAID FOR STOCK

Bank Building Wilt be Located,
.jycar-Sixth Street on

Broad.

Mr, J.;0. Sands and his associates have
consummated their plan to establish bank
on Broad Street.
The Perpetual Building, I.oan and Trust

Company has accepted the offer of Mr.
Sands for the stock' of the company and
;tlie entire assets of the Perpetual will be
turned over to the Sands syndicate/
On last Thursday tho perpetual offered

to sell their entire holdings of stock to

Mr, Sands at $70 per share. This offer
Mr. Sands, declined, but offered $09 per
share for the stock. A meeting was hold
of the stockholders of the Perpetual arid
it was found that there were two holders
of stock whom It would be necessary to
see before,the deal could, be .closed. These
stockholders ,ha.va' been' seen and they
have; agreed to accept the price offered.'
yeite.'Jay aftcrhoon' the deal.was con¬

summated, Mr. Sands paying $69 per
shaio for tho Perpetual stock,'or a total
of 1270,000.

To Use This Charter.
The old-Perpetual Company charter will

probably bo used for-the new company,
tho name being changed. It has notbeen
definitely, decided that the company will
be called the American Trust Company.
It .Is known, however, that the capital
stock of the new company will be $200,-
000; that Mr. O. J. Sands will .be presi¬
dent, and that Mr. Charles Hutzlor will
be one of tho directors. .

The location of the bank on Broad Street
has'not been, disclosed, but it is known
that It will bo located somewhere, near
Sixth Street.
A gentleman.closely Identified with the

new, bank said last night:
"We have not docldod what tho name

of the company will be. I'think, however,
that tho name will Identify tho bank with
Broad Street."

'

GIVES $1,000 TO HELP
REDUCE COTTON CROP
(By Associated Press,)

ATLANTA, GA.. Fed. 21..During tho
convention of cotton planters hero to-day
a telogram was received by Hamo Jor¬
dan, president of the Southern Cotton
Association' from S. T. Morgan, presi¬
dent of tho "Virginia-Carolina Chemical
Company, of Richmond, Va., contribut¬
ing $1,000 to the movement to hold cot¬
ton, reduce acreage and fertilizers. Tho
telegram was read to the convention
amidst great applause and a vote of
thanks was tendered the donor. The
convention adjourned late this afternoon.

Finance Committee.
The Finance Committee last night trans¬

acted a good deal of routlno business be¬
hind closed doors.
Tho body will get to work on tho annual

budget within a few days.

DISORDER AT POLLS
REACHES RIOT STAGE

Election Board Clapped Irtfo
Jail After Fight Between Of¬

ficers.One Man Dies.
(By Associated Press.)

PITTSHUIIG, .PA., Feb, 21..Seldom has
Pittsburg passed through a. more stren¬
uous election than that of to-day, when
tho Citizen (the party in power) and the
Republicans fought, for supremaoy by
working'every known political, scheme lit
tho election of a controller,
At, 10 o'clock to-night it is known that

John P. Uuklri, Citizen, has defeated
Andrew 0, McUean, Republcun. Tho Re¬
publicans concede Larl<lii's election by
6,000 majority .and the Citizens claim H
by O.ooo, ,;¦>¦¦
Disorder at the polls reached the riot

stage in some of tho precincts, One dputh
from excitement- .» reported.

Several election hoards were brought
Into court and ono board was placed In
Jail, oharged with contempt after a fight
between deputy sheriffs and tho police.
ChargeH fit colonization and ballot-box

(stuffing were made.

Diamond Shoals. Lighthouse.
' -(By Associated Press.) :<?%&

WA&HINC1TON. ». C Feb, 21,-Tho
HousT Committee, on Interstate and For,
elan .Commerce to-day authorized a fa¬
vorable report on a bill amending tho
,,ot which grants Captain Fo s authority'#* construcra llsrhtliQuio on piemend
Shoals Oapq Hattej-as.'. The amount theiSvernnwnt !¦ to pay for this light after
ft has stood for five yovs ia «cr"**eo

k irow IW,0&) toJJSO,®/), - V; >.,

ROOSEVELT 'S CHEERY TREE.

PUBLIC LIBRARY
FOB

Strong Organization Formed
With View to Pushing Car¬

negie Offer Through Council.

MR. I R- GORDON PRESIDENT

Prominent Men Placed' on CPPP
"mittecsand 'Work Will be

Started at Once.

A moss meeting, full of; spirit, and en-,

thusiasm, Tvas held at the Mechanics'.
Institute last night', and the "Publto,
Library Association of- Richmond" was

organized, with the purpose-and deter¬

mination to press the movement to ac¬

cept the offer of Mr. Andrew Carnegie.
of a free public library for this city.
Strong speeches were made In favor of

accepting the offer by Dr. W. E. Evans,

off Monumental Church,: and Dr. S. C.

Mitchell, of Richmond College, and others,
and a permanent organization was ef¬
fected by the election of the following
officers: Mr. James r. Gordon,.president;
Hon. Charles'V. Meredith, vice-president,
and Mr. C. B. Cooke, secretary and
treasurer. ..-'¦'.
The meeting was presided over by Mr.

Artlvur B. Clarke, and Mr. C. A.Boyce
was-made temporary secretary.
Dr. Evans 'was the first speaker, and

briefly but eloquently pointed out the
advantages of a Horary such as Is offered
by Mr. Carnegie. He declared the first
important work was to create a strong
public sentiment In favor of the move-

me'nt^ and he conceived this to bo ono

of the objects of the proposed organiza¬
tion. Ho urged tho Employment of.
practical, inothods and the, arousing. at
publlo interest in tho subject, and when
he resumed his seat ho was loudly
cheered. Dr. Evans declared that the
young men must have some agreeable
place to spend, their evenings, and ho
thought thoy could be easily Interested
In a public library. It would tend to keep,
them from bad places and tend to ralso

(Continued ion Third Pago.)

-s
IS DWINDLING AWAY
..- I

Redmond's Amendment Defeat-
ed by Vote of 286

to 236,
(By Assoolated Press,)

LONDON, Feb. 81..John Redmond'*
amendment to the address in reply to
tho spoech from the throne was defeated,
in the llouso of Commons to-night by a

vote of 2S0 to 336, after an exhaustive'
debate, occupying two days and' afford¬
ing an opportunity to representatives of
the several parties and factions to ex¬
press their views on the Jrlsh situation.
The amendment declared, in effect, tii<4
'.'the present system of government (of
Ireland) 'Is opposed to the will of the
Jrlnh peoplo."
The net result of the debate showed

that all agreed that tho present system
of government of Ireland, is unsntlsfao-.
tory, but there was a distinct''disagree,
inout concerning methods by wh|oh d'sn
content might bo abated and Ireland..
cense to bo a disturbing element in the'
polities-of tho United Kingdom, .,

Premier Balfour, in'winding up the
debate, said that every Unionist and
every oho of. his ministers agreed thaf
,(ho broad i'hea existing an to the gov¬
ernment ofi Ireland, were not lines that
should bo preserved,

Th.e announcement of the dl> Islpn,
showing an unexpectedly largo rcdunlim
of '{he government's majority was

greeted wU'h prolonged- opposition «nJ
ttlifo. cheer* . .. - .¦

- -¦. r.

Advance Regarded as Further
Proof That^ .--Plans Are

About Complete.

POSITION OF, TENNESSEE CO.
'". :-:^vI"S- ¦¦¦..' -.!vv:

'¦'. ^"i. .''¦ sV ¦'" '--''
'Rumored' ^That*'^'Control' Has

Been Secured >by:> Big-7"¦-.
Syndicate."'.'".

(Special; to The Tlmos-Dispatch.). ;'-'>

NEW YORK, Feb: zL-The further
sharp advances in tha. common-, stock of
the, Sloss-Shefflold Steel and-.Iron Com¬
pany, to-day; was accepted by Wall Street
as proof that the plans for,consolidating
the' Southern iron companies tare com¬

pleted. Last night the stoek closed at
78 7-8 and-opened to-day "at 87,'and up to
2;30'this afternoon had sold as high as 9!),
a, maximum gain of over 20 points since
last night.
These figures would seem to-Indicate

alsothatthe price asked fora controlling
interest In the company Is at least around
tho present figures. While It is not possi¬
ble to get an official statement pn this
point, It would not be surprising if the
figure was well above par.

It Is understood also that-thoro are two
propositions.under consideration with re¬

spect to the Republic Iron and Steel Com¬
pany. One Is to take over the Alabama
properties, .which there Is reason for be¬
lieving Is practically closed; the other
Is to tako over the Western properties
as well, which it is understood has not
reached an altogether definite stage as

yet.' It Is known, however, that several
of the dominant Interests In the Republic
Con^pany .are in favor of the consolida¬
tion scheme. 1* j
The Tennessee Coal and Iron directors

held their regular monthly-meeting to¬
day. In .addition to the transaction
of routine business, the directors dis¬
cussed tho much heralded scheme for the
merger or combination of the several
Southern steel and Iron companies, and
finally authorized the following state¬
ment;
"Whereas, the dally newspapers con¬

tinue to report that' this company has a

representative negotiating for its'amal-
gama.tion with other Southern Iron com¬

panies, -wo deem It wiso at this time to
place on record that no such negotiations
have been authorized by the board of
directors, and that none of its officers are
aware of such negotiations,"
The Sloss-Sheffield Steel and Iron in¬

terests wore in conference with Mr, I-Ioad-
ley this afternoon, and the details of tho
proposed passing of control of tho com¬
pany wore diseusscd.
It was reported this aftornoon In Wall

Street that tho control of tho Tonncssoe
Coal and Iron Company had beon pur¬
chased by a syndicate, and that negotia¬
tions for aimerger had been conducted by
this syndicate and not by the'directors.
Joseph: H, Hbndley, of this city, who

was said to bo interested In the syndicate
formed to purchase tho Tennessee Coal
and Iron stock, made tho first statement
to-day:
"A syndicate has already been formed

to combine tho Southern iron companies,
and if the' caucuses now being held be¬
tween representatives of tho different
companies result satisfactorily the bank¬
ing firms will finance the doal."
.Mr. Hondley declined to give tho names

bunking houses.

54 WANT HELPTO-DAY.
The 61 advertisements lor help pub¬

lished in to-day's i'iinos-pisnucoh o«
page 8 are as follows;

0 Trades, 31 Domestics,
6 Ageiits. 0 Miaoolhweous.
2Salesinou. '5 OMoo,
This not only interests those out of

work, but -thpso desiring to, Mr prove
their positions as well, >

'

Advocates of Jamestown Appro¬
priation Still Hopeful of Ac¬

tion This Thne.

CAUCUS HELD YESTERDAY1

Virginians Discttss Matter Thpr-
o'ughly and Appoint-Steer¬

ing Committee. >"

(From Our Regular .Correspondent.)
WASHINGTON, Feb. 21..Advocates of

an appropriation for tho Jamestown Ex-
pbslt.ton are still hopeful of accomplish¬
ing something at'this session. -A caucus
of the-Virginia delegation held to-day was
attended by the entire membership. The
subject was thoroughly discussed, and a

steering committee was appointed' to press
the matter with tho speaker; This com¬
mittee consists' of Messrs, Swanson, Slomp
and -Maynard, and Mr. Q. D. Bachcllor, of
Newport News,, representing the Exposi¬
tion. Company. Speakor Cannon was seon

to-day. by: a-friend of the Jainostown pro¬
ject ai)d the men who aro'-behlnd tho en¬

terprise bellovo, as a result of the con¬
ference' with tho speaker, that tho bill
can be so modified as to moet tho views
of tho speakor and at tho same tlmo bo
satisfactory'to-tho friends of the Bxpo^
sltion. This leads them, to-hope that tho
bill will be taken, up and.passod by tho
House, and will got through tho Sen-
ato' at this' session.' A largo numbor of
friends: of tho Exposition from Virginia
were at'tho meeting of tho Virginia dele¬
gation to-day, and. will remain in Wash-'
lngton until It is 'iearnod finally whother
this Congress will grant an appropriation
at this session.

MILLIONAIRE TO WED
HIS PRIVATE SECRETARY

BRISTOL, TENN.. l<"eb. 21..It Is .an¬

nounced hero to-day that Mr. R. J. Rey¬
nolds, the bacholor millionaire tobacco¬
nist of Winston. N.'C, will on tho 28th
instant wed Miss Kathorlno Smith, his
prlvato seorotarj'. Miss .Smith Ih i\

handsome young woman and a cousin of
Mr, Reynolds. She was educated at Sul-
llns College, this city. Tho oouplo will
go to Italy to spond threo months.

RETURN BMTtEFlnGS
TO SOUTHERN STATES

G. A. R. Man Calls Up Bill Which
Is Adopted Unanimously
With Much Applause.

(From Our Regular Correspondent.)
WASHINGTON, P, C. Fob. 31..By

unanimous vote amid applHuse from rep¬
resentatives from all sections of tho Un¬
ion, the resolution Introduced by Repre¬
sentative Lamb to return captured Con¬
federate battleflags, was adopted by the
House this nftornoon. Tho resolution
was culled up by Representative Capron,
of Rhode Island, a member of tho G. A.
R. snd a vote was takon at onoo. Thu
House broke into apphuiso when It was
soon that there was not- an opposing vote.
Senator Daniel will press the resolution

in tho Senate, and there |s' llttlo or no

doubt of Its adoption at this session. Tho
fact that It provides for tho return of
battleflags captured by Confederates, and
t{km recaptured by Union troops, makes
It stronger.'

JOCKEY SHOOTS WIFE;
WOMAN BADLY HURT/

(By Assad atoa Pre**.)
NEW ORLEANS, Fob. 21..Mrs. Co-

burn, wlfo of "Monk" Cohurn. a'Jockey
of international fumo, was shot in the
(eg.and ohest to-day by her husband. Tho
Jockey, It is alleged, was Jealous of his
wife, and after., dinner they quarrelled,
when Cbburn fired five shots at her, seri¬
ously wound|nf «er< Coburn. was ar¬
rested, ,': ;-¦ . "¦

DEATH-ROLL OF
.NIEEJM 1ft
Thirty-nine Bodies Been

Recovered: No Hope
for the Others.

BELIEVED ENTIRE
PARTY PERISHED

Harrowing Scenes When Corpses
Were Brought to View of

.Weeping Women and Chil-*
dren.Not Enough Cof¬

fins in Town to

Bury Dead.

GREAT MINE HORRORS.
These are the casualty totals of the

great mine disasters that have oc¬

curred In the United Statos In the
last-twenty-two years:
Date. Location. Killed.
^883.Diamond Mine, Ullnpla....v 77

fBS'l.Pocahontas Mine, Virginia.. 160

1888.Santa F» Mine, Kanaaa...... 100
1889.Maurice Wood Mine, Penn¬
sylvania ....(?. ...... ..-..»...... 83

1B89.-Louohton, Pa.... 59

1891.Mt. Pleasant, Pa............. 110

1892.Olage County,. I. T... .<..'/... 200

1893.Dartmouth'^ Mine, Pennsylva¬
nia..;.. ...J.........'...v"« 80

1896.Vulcan Mine, Colorado..,.. .1 30

1900.Red Ash Mine, West Vir¬

ginia .,.;./.........,.....y 100

,1900.Pleasant Vaiiey, Utah..,...* 300

1901.^Newcastle Mine, Colorado... 76
1902..Teatervllle, .Tennessee..; .. 200

1904.Harwlck Mine, .Pennsylva¬
nia.......;¦.¦;*.:,.,..184

'¦¦!¦ <Dy* Aasoolatad Press.)
BIRMINGHAM, ALA., Feb. 21..Of the

100 minors of Virginia City; who entered;
the mines yesterday, afternoon, when one-

fourth' of that town's population was

decimated, solfar only 39.bodlos have been'

recovered. As Unie/ g'rdwsV notwithstand-?
"ing.the-.beroic'jffqrta. on,,the...part, of, the..
roscuora; to reachitiie entombed iminers,
the recovery already of fifty dead bodlfes
precludes any Idea that life may Btlll re¬

main among the unfortunates,
Harrowing Scenes.

"With tho first ominous-rumble of. tho
coming' catastrophe by common'- impulse
every ,one 'in the-village rushed to the
mouth of the main slope,- foar struggling"
against .hOpe for tho safety of loved oneH.

Tho scenoa at the mines this^ftOrnoon.
wero tho most. gruesOmo and harrowing
that have ever boon witnessed In the min¬
ing section 'of Alabama. The oorp)ios
were frightfully,' mangled and. dlsfiguerod,
and identification :was almost Imposai-.
blc. Many .'of the bodies are so brUlsod,'
twisted and discolored that negroes can¬

not bo told from whito men. AH day long
at the mouth of,the mlno wero waiting
and moaning women and children, whoso
relations wore among tho unfortunates.
One hundred families and three hundred
children aro left destitute and without
means of support by the calamity.

Not Enough Coffins',
As the bodies of the victims, which, in

many cases, have boon gathered together
a piece at a time, are brought to the sur¬

face they are placed In rows on a rough
improvised platform. Lato this afternoon
ambulances began tho removal of those
so far recovered to Bessemer.
Since the list of dead will probably bo

to ono hundred and sixty, tho local un¬
dertakers ..have wired to adjoining cities
for coffins, ns it was found there woro

not enough suitable coffins In tho district
to bury tho victims. ,

Out of tho fifty bodlos 'recovered ono
was found about 4 o'clock this afternoon,
which was barely alive. Tho body was

carefully tukon from- tho mine, and he¬
roic mothodH resorted to to,bring the man
to consciousness. Ho Is still alive, but
scant hope Ih hold out for, his recovory.
President Flynti, of the Unttod Mlno

(Continued on Second Pago.)

MILES SAYS HE WILL
REPRODUCE LETTER

Declines, However, to Reply to
Statements of Mrs. Jef¬

ferson Davis.
BOSTON, MASS., Feb. 21..General

Nelson A. Miles, InspoiHor-general of tho
Massachusetts militia, said to-day that
lie did not intend to make any response
to tho letter which Mrs. Jefferson Davis
recently made public, In which she charged
Oenerul Miles with perpetrating crueltlos
as custodian of her husband at the close
of the Civil War, General Miles saUU
"TTi« letter Is so offensive in Its charac¬
ter ira not to call for any reply.'*'
With reference to Mrs. Davis' demahd

that ho produce a photogruphlo copy of
a lettor which General Miles declared ho
had received from Mrs. Davis, thanking
him for his care of Mr, Davis as his
prisoner, General Miles said ho laoug,.
it entirely probable that he would make
public such reproduction,

..t. '«

Piatt Loses Suit.
N33W YORK, Feb. 2J..The suit of

John It. Piatt, the octogenarian million¬
aire, to compel Hannah Ellas, u, nogress.
to return to him $680,000, whtuh, he al¬
leges, ho gave her during a period ex¬

tending over twenty-five years, to-day
wus dismissed by Justice O'Gorman In
tho Supremo Court. Jii. dismissing the
suit Justice O'Gorman said the case was

absolutely without' evidence to sustain
Piatt's allegation that tho money was
obtained from him by means of threats
of bodily IuafW and exposure of »h<tfi- \$-
UiUoii*. -

RUSSIA READY
T

Conditions as Basis for
Action Have Been

Agreed Upon.
SLAVS WILL RISK

FINAL BIO BATTLE

Kuropatkin Now Preparing to
Hurl' Entire Force at >,<

Oyama's Line.

STRIKE SITUATION
IN CAUCASUS SERIOUS

Telegraph Operators Held tc
Keys at Point of Pistol.Reigai
of Terror in Tiflis.:Czar ,¦

Soon to Call Zemsky 'So- .V
hor.-The Question of

.War Indemnity.

(By Associated Press.)
(LONDON, -Feb. 21..A dispatch, to Rod-,,

ter's Telegram Company from St. Petera-.:.i
burg confirming, the Associated Press nd-¦
vices of February-17th and, February, lath
from St. Petersburg to the effebt that
peace was .under consideration; adds'.that ¦<

"tho question of peace'has "not only. been-.
formally discussed; but the conditions on
which Russia,Is prepared to.make peace
have practically been agreed upon. The**;'
aro as follows:",

"Korea to bo placed under Japa- -. ;;¦
neae aiueralonty. ,

"Port Arthur and the Llao Tung .-,,
Peninsula to be ceded to J span.
"Vladlvosok to be, declared a neutral. -,

port with' an open ,door. ,'¦ -4<-
"The eaatern Chlrteao Railroad to

be placed under neutral International
./' administration.

"Manchuria, as far north a* Harbin, ..

to be restored as an Integral part ,of ..',>'.
the Chlneee Empire."
Tho.-dlfflculty lieB.lh potUlng the quesr;:

tlon ot'Indemnity upon which It'Is known
that'Japan Insists, but it Is thought that
this dlffiou'lty Us'not,insuperable.', u

. Thomost trustworthy 'Gptntbn"at-St^Pjir?
tersburg is that. In view' of the -Internalj
situation' and i tile enormous dlffioplty:v.;in''
carrying on the, war peaco on thoHertps";:
outlined will bo concluded within-a com-'
parntlveiy short time if' the ,lnden*iity«
question can be arranged;' but it is quite,
possible that Russia will 'risk another
oattlo before a. decision Is reached.

BIG BATTLE IMMINENT.
Kuropatkin Will Try Final Con-.

elusions With Oyama-.Czar
Working for Peace.

(By Aiwoclated Pre«s.)
ST. PETERSBURG, Feb. 22-1:10 A. M..,,

Even In the midst of his grief over the,
death of Grand Duke Sorgius, evidence
exists that, Emperor. Nicholas; Is giving
his, attention to political developments,
but reports -as, to his Intentions are con-,
flictlhg. Indications point towards a deci¬
sion to revive the zemsky Bobor and some

rumors. even glvo the date when the
proclamation convening that body will
bo issued.. These rumors, however, proba-
bly are prematuro; but there is little,
doubt In the. best informed quarters that
the Emperor's decision'will be fdvonabl.s..
Some' pnrslstont reports declare that

Empbror Nloholas not only has decided to
convoke a representative body, but that
ho also Is bout on making peace.. Ho Is
represented to have; taken this'decision,';,
chiefly on the advice of Emperor. Wil-.
Ham, The conditions of peace, wh|ch,
Russia, can accept, aro freoly discussed
here. Tho only obstacle to peace Is said
to bo tho question of, Indemnity which
Russia will, rofuso to pay.

/. While peace roports are circulating In
official and other qunrtors In St, Peters?.'
burg, tho Information reaches the «sso«

clatojl Press that General Kuropatkin ti
Industriously preparing to try llnal con¬
clusions with Field Marshal Oyama, and
that a decisive buttle may bo expected
within a fortnight.

REIGN. OF TERROR.
Situation Very Serious in Cau¬

casus and in Poland
Generally.

(By Associated Froai.)
ST. PETEitSUUlta. Feb. aa-rl:10 A. M.

The railroad strlkn situation Is reported
to be growing worse tho southwest and
private advices are said to show the ex¬

istence of a reign of terror In T.lflls an.-i
Caucasus generally. Many armed Tar-,
tnrs and Armenians are reported, com¬
munication has almost been out off, even
tho telegraphers striking, tho few who
aro still at their keys being kept there
with pistols nt their heuds. The railroad
employes at Dorput struck yesterday.
Tho situation In Poland along the Aua-

trlan border Is also causing great un¬
easiness.

COACHMAN DIES.
Man Who Drove Carriage of

Grand Duke Had Seventy-
six Distinct Wounds.

(By Associated Prean.)
MOSCOW, Feb, L'L.The coachman, who

was driving tho carrlago on which Grand
Duko Sorgius'was riding whew ho wus as-

sassinatod, died to-day,.- of tils lujurtoa.
Jlo sustained seventy-six distinct woirtuls.
There v/aa a continuous procession of

Muscovites to-day, pas»ing through the
Kremlin gates to visit the Cliudolf mon¬
astery, and the scene of tho trudegy In
Senate Square, pausing to cross tliKin-
selveo at the tall Iron cross, whloh ba»
boen-erected at the exact spot where tho
assassination took place, «»<* before which,
a lamp is constantly burning, as h«for»
a slirlne. Piece* of ttae carries *#4 »«**.


